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ABSTRACT 

Designed primarily for adult literacy teachers and tutors, 
this curriculum describes the content of what should be taught in numeracy 
programs in order to meet the individual needs of adults through the 
selection and teaching of skills appropriate to those adults' needs. An 
introduction describes national standards and qualifications, learners, and 
how to use the curriculum, and provides a key to the curriculum reference 
system. It is followed by a summary page showing progression between 
capabilities at each level and pages that use the curriculum reference system 
to provide a detailed account of the progression between curriculum elements. 
The curriculum . consists of these three units: number; measures, shape, and 
space; and handling data. The curriculum is organized across double pages as 
follows: national standard for adult numeracy; curriculum elements that are 
made up of the descriptors for each standard and additional skills and 
knowledge necessary for the achievement of the standard; example of a 
relevant literacy task attached to each curriculum element; sample 
activities; guidance on techniques and approaches for teacher use; and 
curriculum referencing that breaks the core curriculum down into its 
component parts (curriculum section, curriculum sub-section, level, and 
curriculum element) . A glossary is appended. (YLB) 
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ForewoKA 



Foreword 



Improving the nation's literacy and numeracy skills is one of 
the Government's top priorities. We have already brought 
about significant improvements at school level and want to 
ensure that adults have good opportunities to develop their 
skills too. We are in the process of introducing a range of 
new measures to help them. 

One of our first tasks is to improve the quality and 
consistency of provision. This new adult literacy and 
numeracy curriculum, based on the national standards 
developed by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority, will be central to achieving 
that goal. 

It provides teachers with a comprehensive framework to help identify and meet each 
person's individual learning needs, including examples of teaching strategies they can 
use. For learners, it will ensure that, no matter which type of course they choose or 
where the learning takes place, they can be confident of a common approach and 
effective support. 

I am sure that this curriculum will prove an invaluable tool. It is designed primarily for 
adult literacy and numeracy teachers and tutors, but it will also be highly useful to 
programme managers, developers of literacy and numeracy training and materials, and to 
the growing body of organisations and individuals involved in addressing adult literacy 
and numeracy issues. 




A^\ //I f {/\t ' 



Malcolm Wicks MP, 

‘ Minister for Lifelong Learning 
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Introduction 



A national strategy to tackle the literacy and numeracy needs of adults was launched by 
the government in the Autumn of 2000. Following the report of Sir Claus Moser's Working 
Group, A Fresh Start - Improving Literacy and Numeracy (DfEE, 1 999), the government 
committed itself, the education services and a cross-section of agencies and national 
bodies to a major reduction in the number of adults who struggle with basic reading, 
writing, spelling and maths. 

The strategy includes national standards of adult literacy and numeracy to ensure 
consistency, a core curriculum to clarify what teachers should teach to enable 
learners to reach those standards, a new system of qualifications to measure 
achievement against the standards, and improved quality and diversity of learning 
opportunities to meet the needs of a wide range of learners. This strategy sets a , 
challenge to us all. 



The adult literacy and numeracy core curriculum 

The new adult literacy and numeracy core curriculum is central to the national strategy. 

It sets out the entitlement to learning for all adults who have difficulties with literacy 
and numeracy. It describes the content of what should be taught in literacy and 
numeracy programmes in: further and adult education: the workplace and programmes 
for the unemployed: prisons: community-based and family literacy and numeracy 
programmes. It assists teachers to meet the individual needs of adults through the 
selection and teaching of skills appropriate to those adults’ needs. For the first time, 
adults and the teachers who work with them have a clear set of skills required to meet 
national standards, together with the knowledge and understanding that underpin those 
skills, supported by sample strategies to develop them. 

The core curriculum has been written primarily for use by adult literacy and numeracy 
teachers and tutors. However, it will be an important document for programme managers 
and developers, for those involved in research and for a wider group of those bodies and 
individuals that are increasingly concerned with the adult literacy and numeracy agenda. 

The core curriculum is based on the national standards for adult literacy and numeracy 
developed by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) in 2000. Its publication 
follows national consultation with teachers and managers of adult literacy and numeracy 
programmes, and relevant national bodies. The core curriculum draws heavily on existing 
and planned curricula and strategies in this country and overseas, specifically: 

• the twin frameworks for teaching literacy and numeracy that are elaborated in 
the National Literacy Strategy and the National Numeracy Strategy; 

• the new key skills units of communication and application of number 
developed by QCA; 

• the revised National Curriculum for English and mathematics introduced in 
schools in September 2000; 



‘One of the crucial 
elements of the 
proposed strategy must 
be clarity about the 
skills, knowledge and 
understanding that 
anyone needs to be 
literate and numerate in 
the modem world. 

These skills need to be 
enshrined in a new 
curriculum, with well- 
developed and 
understood standards.’ 

Chapter 10 (A New Basic 
Skills Curriculum and a 
New System of 
Qualifications). A Fresh 
Start, February 1999 
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• adult literacy and numeracy curricula and initiatives that have been developed 
in other countries (and, in particular, in the United States of America, Australia, 
Canada and France). 



‘As far as possible the 
curriculum should be 
context free - the core 
should set out the skills 
to be taught. The 
context in which they 
are taught is a matter 
for the teacher and 
learner to decide, 
particularly as different 
adults have different 
motivations’ 

A Fresh Start, 
February 1999 



As the national strategy unfolds, the core curriculum will be reviewed and updated to build 
in new and revised ways of delivering these skills in order to fulfil the vision outlined in A 
Fresh Start. For teachers, therefore, the new core curriculum is both a key support and also 
a challenge. 

Adult literacy and numeracy teachers will be able to use the core curriculum to develop 
learning programmes. It will help them to: 

• use information from diagnostic assessment to identify learners' skills, both 
those that they already have and those that they need; 

• draw those elements from the curriculum into the learning plan and 
assessment regime; 

• use their knowledge of the learners' context and priorities to find relevant 
applications where learners can practise the skills and knowledge they are 
acquiring; 

• follow the progression through the standards and the curriculum elements 

to build a formative and summative assessment regime into the learning plan. 



Inclusivity and access 

The adult literacy and numeracy core curriculum shares the basic principles of inclusivity 
and access that are laid down in the National Curriculum for schools: 



Education is ... a route to equality of opportunity for all, a healthy and jufct 
democracy, a productive economy, and sustainable development. Education 
should reflect the enduring values that contribute to these ends. These include 
valuing ourselves, our families and other relationships, the wider groups to which 
we belong, the diversity in our society and the environment in which we live. 

. . , (Education) must enable us to respond positively to the opportunities and 
challenges of the rapidly changing world in which we live and work. In particular, 
we need to be prepared to engage as individuals, parents, workers and citizens 
with economic, social and cultural change, including the continued globalisation 
of the economy and society, with new work and leisure patterns and with the 
rapid expansion of communication technologies. 



The . . . Curriculum secures . . . for all, irrespective of social background, culture, 
race, gender, differences in ability and disabilities, an entitlement to a number of 
areas of learning and to develop knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes 
necessary for their self-fulfilment and development as active and responsible 
citizens. 



(‘The school curriculum and the National Curriculum; values, aims and purposes', 

The National Curriculum. DfEE, 1999) 



In+Kodudiior\ 



Some adults will have special requirements. The following access statement 
applies to the standards at each level: 

Adults with a disability may have special learning requirements and be unable 
to demonstrate some of the capabilities or skills specified in the standards. 

As a reasonable adjustment and to aid access, it is recommended that 
alternative methods are investigated to allow individual to demonstrate their 
abilities. 

\ 

Curriculum developers and qualification designers are expected to produce > > 
guidance for centres on recognising special learning requirements. This 
guidance should be supported by a framework for identifying and adopting 
appropriate alternative approaches. 

('Access to the Standards’. National standards for adult literacy and numeracy, 

QCA, 2000) v; 



Guidance on specialist diagnosis of learning needs and access to the curriculum for 
learners with physical disabilities, sensory impairment and learning disabilities will be 
published separately. 



The national standards for adult literacy and numeracy 

The standards describe adult literacy and numeracy within the definition expressed in 
A Fresh Start: 



'the ability to read, write and speak in English and to use mathematics at a 
level necessary to function at work and in society in general.' 




The standards provide a map of the range of skills and capabilities that adults are 
expected to need in order to function and progress at work and in society. A separate set 
of standards has been produced for each of the basic skills of literacy and numeracy. 

Literacy covers the ability to: 

• speak, listen and respond 

• read and comprehend 

• write to communicate. 

Numeracy covers the ability to: 

• understand and use mathematical information 

• calculate and manipulate mathematical information 

• interpret results and communicate mathematical information. 

Separate curricula have been developed and published for literacy and for numeracy. 
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The national qualifications framework 

The national standards for adult literacy and numeracy are specified at three levels: Entry 
level, Level 1 and Level 2. Levels 1 and 2 are aligned to the key skills of communication 
and application of number (this alignment is signposted on the left-hand page of the 
curriculum document at these levels), Entry level is further divided into three sub-levels: 
Entry 1 , Entry 2 and Entry 3. Entry level has been set out in this way to describe in detail 
the small steps required for adults to make progress. This sub-division also signals a clear 
alignment of the skill levels with levels 1, 2 and 3 of the National Curriculum. 

The three levels of the national standards for adult literacy and numeracy correspond to 
the levels of demand of qualifications in the national qualifications framework, illustrated 
in Table 1. 



Table 1 . The national qualifications 
framework 


Key skills 
Level 5 


National 
qualifications 
framework 
Level 5 






Key skills 
Level 4 


National - % 
qualifications 
framework 
Level 4 






Key skills 
Level 3 


National 
qualifications 
framework 
Level 3 




Literacy/Numeracy 
Level 2 


Key skills 
Level 2 


National 
qualifications 
framework 
Level 2 


National 
Curriculum 
Level 5 


Literacy/Numeracy 


Key skills 


National 

qualifications 


National 
Curriculum 
Level 4 


Level 1 


Level 1 


framework 
Level 1 


National 
Curriculum 
Level 3 


Literacy/Numeracy 
Entry 3 






National 
Curriculum 
Level 2 


Literacy/Numeracy 
Entry 2 




Entry Level 


National 
Curriculum 
Level 1 


Literacy/Numeracy 
Entry 1 
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